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Supplementary written evidence from Scottish Natural Heritage 

There were two areas of the discussion where Scottish Natural Heritage agreed to 
provide further information not the Committee. These related to the transparency of 
licensing in relation to beavers and about the role of beaver in natural flood 
management.  

Transparency in beaver licensing 

Mark Ruskell MSP asked about the level of transparency in terms of licensing for 
beavers in terms of information that Scottish Natural Heritage would make available. 
Specifically he asked if Scottish Natural Heritage could write to the committee with 
details of how the licensing regime will be transparent and what it will cover in respect 
of reporting. 

Response: SNH intends to publish all of our licensing information, with the appropriate 
controls in relation to the protection of personal data and of environmentally sensitive 
information, on our website.      

With regard to beaver licensing we intend to publish information annually as follows 
for each licence as well as a summary for each Local Authority: 

• Local Authority Area in which licence was granted 

• Purpose for which licence was granted (e.g. agricultural damage, woodland, 
infrastructure) 

• Activities permitted (e.g. dam removal, trapping and removal, lethal control) 

• Number of dams removed 

• Number of beavers trapped and removed 

• Number of beavers killed 

This follows a similar approach to that used for seal licences by Marine Scotland.  

The role of beavers in flood management 

John Scott MSP had said that the Committee would be interested in seeing further 
information on the potential positive role of beaver sin flood management.  

There are four particular documents that the Committee may find interesting in this 
respect: 

• Section 3.4.3 (page 58-63) of the SNH 2015 ‘Beavers in Scotland’ report  

• Beavers – Nature’s Water Engineers: A summary of the initial findings from the 
Devon beaver projects 

• Sediment and nutrient storage in a beaver engineered wetland. Puttock et al. 
2018 

• Eurasian beaver activity increases water storage, attenuates flow and mitigates 
diffuse pollution from intensively-managed grasslands. Puttock et al. 2016 

https://www.nature.scot/beavers-scotland-report-scottish-government
https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/Beaver%20Project%20update%20%28LowRes%29%20.pdf
https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/Beaver%20Project%20update%20%28LowRes%29%20.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/esp.4398
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/esp.4398
https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/bitstream/handle/10871/28018/Puttock_STOTEN_2017_Beaver.pdf?sequence=1
https://ore.exeter.ac.uk/repository/bitstream/handle/10871/28018/Puttock_STOTEN_2017_Beaver.pdf?sequence=1

